of the embroidered cast of characters.3 The sea voyages of Theseus are thus made to antedate the first ship ever to sail, and to do so, as prisci would suggest, by a span of centuries.
My purpose in this paper is to explain this contradiction with reference to a second, external contradiction between Catullus' account and traditional chronology. I shall conclude with some brief remarks on the literary context in which both contradictions are to be viewed.
Related to the priority of the Argo and Theseus' ship is the larger question of the relative chronology of the Argonautic expedition and Theseus' Cretan adventure. Others though there may be,4 the major point of contact between the two myths lies in Medea's sojourn in Athens. Fleeing Corinth, Medea found asylum with Aegeus before Theseus had yet arrived in Athens from Troezen. Upon his arrival, Medea alone knew his true identity, and she resolved to eliminate him. Her initial scheme was to have the 3 The significance of priscus in line 50 is acknowledged by Kinsey (above, note 1), but apparently nowhere else. For the opinion that it has to be understood from Catullus' frame of reference see Jan van Gelder, Hermeneus 41 180. This interpretation, however, founders on two objections. First, it would serve no useful purpose for the poet to state the obvious, that Theseus, Ariadne, et al. are ancient history to him. Besides, even if a reference to this fact were warranted, it would more naturally be made at the beginning of the poem (in line 22 or 23, for example) than suppressed until line 50. 4 Among the combinations and relationships bringing Theseus into contact with the Argonauts are the following:
1. When Theseus leaped into the sea to fetch Minos' ring, Thetis gave him the crown which she had received from Aphrodite as a wedding gift. For this detail, however, there is only one source (the Alexandrian Hegesianax cited in Hyg. Poet. Astr. 2.5). In the usual version Theseus is given the crown by Amphitrite (Bacchyl. 17 and the other sources cited in Preller-Robert 2.682, note 4).
2. Theseus gave up his mistress Perigune to Deioneus, whose brother Clytius was an Argonaut (Plut. Thes. 8; Hyg. Fab. 14; Preller-Robert 2.584, note 5, 714).
3. was confirmed, moreover, by the mythographic scholarship of Catullus' own day.9 Catullus, therefore, in reversing this priority, is not likely to have done so unawares. Further, if the external contradiction between Catullus' and traditional chronology was conscious, deliberate, and intentional, then a fortiori so must also have been the internal contradiction between 64.11 and Theseus' ship. To perceive the reversal of Peleus and Theseus requires some acquaintance with myth, literature, and the scholarship of mythographers. The internal contradiction, however, is evident to any careful reader of the poem itself.
If the contradictions in question are due to conscious intent, what end are they intended to serve? In Neoteric epyllia like Catullus 64, the poet "courts the interest of the cultivated reader by giving a novel twist to his story.... And Catullus writes for a sophisticated reader who is equipped to seize on hints and expand allusions."'0 The internal contradiction and the inversion of traditional chronology which we have identified are not due to a lapse of memory, or to imperfect editing, or to gauche contamination, or to textual corruption, or to any of the other blunders alleged by scholars. On the contrary, they are deliberate and, as such, thoroughly in the Neoteric manner.11 It would hardly be an overstatement to call them instances of willful sophistry designed for the unique delectation of the docti among the poet's readers. Interpreted in this light, prima and priscis in lines 11 and 50 read as challenges to the reader's intelligence and erudition.'2 9 For this see the appendix. 10 C. J. Fordyce, ed., Catullus (Oxford 1961) 272, 274. The remarks to the same effect in Eduard Norden, ed., P. Vergilius Maro: Aeneis Buch VI (Stuttgart 19574) 125 also merit quotation: "Solche 'compendia fabulae', die das Denken des sagenkundigen Lesers reizen sollten, waren gerade in demjenigen poetischen yc'vos, in dessen Stile Vergil diese Episode [Aen. 6.14-33] dichtete, ausserordentlich beliebt." I Norden (ibid. 214) draws the same conclusion about the internal inconsistencies in Typical of the Neoteric manner in general, the chronological inversion in question can also be traced to a specific Alexandrian source. It is only natural that, given the Argonautic context of his epyllion, Catullus should have known in detail the epic of Apollonius of Rhodes. Whatever the nature and extent of Catullus' debt to Apollonius,'3 in the Argonautica he found ready-made, as Wilamowitz discerned half a century ago,'4 his reversal of the Peleus and Ariadne legends. In Book 3 of that poem Jason's initial appeal to Medea concludes with the example of Ariadne:
Once upon a time [b IroTe] even Theseus was rescued from pernicious ordeals by the maiden daughter of Minos, kind Ariadne, she whom Pasiphae, daughter of Helius, bore. But when Minos had calmed his anger,'5 she, going on board ship with him, even left her fatherland, and her even the immortals themselves cherished, and in the middle of heaven her sign, a starry crown which people call Ariadne's, spins all night among the constellations of heaven. But why do I mention all these idle matters, our home and far-famed Ariadne, daughter of Minos, the splendid name which people used to call that lovely maiden about whom you ask? As Minos was at that time well inclined toward Theseus for her sake, so compliant with us may your father be! (3.1096-1101) Medea's reply begins as follows:
In Hellas, presumably, it is an honorable thing to care about ties of friendship, but Aeetes is not such among men as you said was Minos, husband of Pasiphae; and I am not like Ariadne. Therefore, make no mention of friendship with a stranger. (3.1105-8) In Argonautica 4 there is yet another reference to the Ariadne legend, and here the affinities with Catullus 64 extend beyond inverted chronology.'6 In lines 430-34 there is the following description of the "holy purple robe of Hypsipyle" given by Jason to Apsyrtus:
Its fragrance, moreover, was ambrosial, ever since that time when the Nysean lord himself, mellow with wine and nectar, lay on it, clasping the fair breast of the maiden daughter of Minos, whom Theseus had once abandoned on the isle of Dia when she had followed him from Cnossus.
In Apollonius, then, is found the same inverted chronology as we have detailed in Catullus 64.17 It constitutes a major theme in the initial dialogue between Jason and Medea, recurring no fewer than four times in scarcely more than 100 lines. Also, the putative antiquity of Theseus' voyage to Crete is emphasized at the outset (j ITOTE in 3.997), just as it is in Catullus (priscis, 50). Finally, in Apollonius the skewed chronology is even easier to detect than it is in Catullus, thanks to Medea's double role in the legends both of the Argo and of Theseus. Given what he knows about Medea's attempt to poison the young Theseus years later, the reader quite properly perceives no little irony in the Apollonian Medea's references to Theseus and Ariadne as if they were ancient history.'8 But Catullus owes still more to Apollonian chronology. In the four passages cited above, Theseus is consistently treated as anterior to the Argonauts, but in 1.101-3 he is named as potentially one of their number:
But Theseus, who surpassed all the sons of Erechtheus, an unseen fetter was confining under the Taenarian earth after he had followed Peirithous on a common journey. Surely they would both have made easier for all the end of their toil.
To be sure, Hans Herter19 found no inconsistency here, arguing from Hellanicus (FGrH 4 F 168) that Theseus was in his fifties at the time of 16 Even if Argon. 4.430-34 cannot be called the source of the ecphrasis in Catullus 64, it can plausibly be imagined to have inspired that passage. (I now find the same suggestion advanced by Clausen [above, note 13] 191.) No great leap of the imagination is required to pass from the actual marriage bed of Ariadne and Dionysus to a marriage bed on which they are portrayed. For the suggestion that Catullus was rather inspired by Argon. 3.997-1004 and 1074-76, see Kinsey (above, note 1) 914, note 2. The description of Jason's cloak in Argon 1.721-67 is most often proposed as Catullus' Apollonian model. 17 Apollonius' portrayal of Theseus' Cretan adventure as prior to the Argo is observed in Wilamowitz, Hell. Dicht. 2.299, Herter (above, note 1) 246, Bramble (above, note 1), and, among commentators, not until Francis Vian's edition of Argon. 3 (Paris 1961). To my knowledge, however, the perversity of this chronology is nowhere mentioned, nor is any reference made to the Medea-Aegeus episode and its ramifications for the relative chronology of the two legends. 18 One of the TAPA readers observes that this irony is compounded by the fact that desertion was Ariadne's reward, and such is to be Medea's as well. 19 Herter (above, note 1) 246.
his catabasis. Nevertheless, even if one is inclined to attribute to Apollonius such extreme chronological fine-tuning as this, it is unlikely that he relied on an isolated remark of Hellanicus in preference to the traditional priority of the Argo. Besides, if Theseus was already in his fifties when the Argo set sail, he was beyond the age when he would have "made easier for all the end of their toil." Apollonius in fact contradicts himself about the relative chronology of the Argo and Theseus, and in doing so he provides warrant for Catullus to do likewise in the matter of the Argo and Theseus' ship.
In conclusion, the priority of the Argonauts relative to Theseus was firmly established by the Medea episode in the legend of Theseus, and it achieved wide currency when Euripides and Callimachus treated this episode, and after them Ennius as well. By Catullus' day this priority was so well established that in reversing it he cannot have acted in ignorance. He was fully aware of what he was doing, and so, he knew, had Apollonius been in perpetrating the same reversal in four of his five references to Theseus.20 To the reader "in the know," moreover, Catullus signaled the perversity of his chronology by referring to Theseus as priscus (50), just as Apollonius had challenged his readers' alertness with 71 7rorE in 3.997. The recognition of an Apollonian precedent for his skewed chronology was another delight that Catullus held in reserve for the special enjoyment of the sophisticated reader. Though less abstruse than the contradiction between Catullus' chronology and the established priority of the Argonauts, the contradiction between Theseus' ship and the Argo as prima (line 11) also has an Apollonian parallel and is no less deliberate than the first, external contradiction.21
Finding traditional chronology reflected in Callimachus but inverted by Apollonius, Catullus, then, rejected the former in favor of the latter. To go no farther than this, however, would be to oversimplify. To be sure, Catullus rejects the priority of the Argo, but in doing so, as we have seen, he also alludes (in line 217 in particular, but also in the speech of Aegeus as a whole) to the very episode in the Hecale which establishes this priority. This incorporation of discrepant chronological traditions is an example of the Neoteric technique of multiple reference which has recently been discussed in some detail.22 For example, Catullus never mentions the Argo by name, but, as Richard Thomas has shown,23 all three of the competing etymologies of "Argo" are nevertheless implied at the beginning of the poem.
Many examples of this technique have been identified both in Catullus 64 and elsewhere, but one in the speech of Aegeus has to my knowledge gone unnoticed. In 64.227 Aegeus uses the words obscurata . .. ferrugine Hibera of the inauspicious sails of Theseus. The familiar color of these sails was black, and interpreters have accordingly been at pains to explain how ferrugo ("rust") can be made to denote the color black. But Servius (on Aen. 9.582) knew that rust is red, as did Virgil in calling the hyacinth ferrugineus (G. 4.183), and in the Propertian phrase minium Hiberum (2.3.11) the adjective Hiberus is again applied to red dye. Theseus' sails are, to be sure, normally black, but in one account unique to Simonides (fr. 45a Page) they are red. This is the recondite tradition which Catullus, taking the unworn way, is following in 64.227.24 At the same time, with the participle obscurata he also alludes to the tradition he rejects, that is, that Theseus' unlucky sails were black.
Beyond the feat of technical bravado which Catullus aimed to achieve in his adoption of contradictory chronologies, he may also have had larger ends in view. The interpretation of Catullus 64 as a whole is, of course, a question which lies beyond the scope of this paper. Nevertheless, with reference to the poetic function of the contradictions in question, one possibility suggests itself. If the ship said to be the first ever to sail proves in fact to have had a predecessor, nothing could be more appropriate to a poem in which heroic virtutes professed are sometimes sordid scelera in fact, marriages called happy are replete with insistent reminders of unions ending in tragedy, and the sin allegedly unique to the present is in fact amply attested in the dark recesses of the heroic past.
If, however, Castor and Pollux were among the Argonauts, how can it be believed that their sister was Helen, who many years later is raped by Theseus while still a virgin?
According to Castor's chronology, therefore, the career of Theseus followed-and followed by many years-the voyage of the Argonauts.
The utility of an all-inclusive chronology like Castor's was such that the Epitome was put to prompt and extensive use by no less a figure than Varro. 27 In view of this fact and the coincidence of the publication of the Epitome with the years of Catullus' activity as a poet, it is most unlikely that Castor's groundbreaking work was unknown to Catullus. Indeed, in 68.33-36 Catullus makes explicit reference to the impossibility of writing verse away from his well-stocked library,28 and for the importance of reference works to poetae docti we have from later in the century the familiar example of the compendium of myths composed by Parthenius for the benefit of Cornelius Gallus.
In short, Castor's Chronological Epitome must have been known to Catullus, for whose doctrina it will have been as useful as for the researches of Varro and his ilk. If Catullus used it in fact, he will have found therein an explicit statement of the conclusion implicit in Medea's sojourn with Aegeus-that the adventures of Theseus postdated by many years the voyage of the Argonauts.29
